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CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This chapter presents the general issues related to the present study. These 
include the background of the study, the statement of the problem, the purpose of 
the study, the significance of the study, the scope and limitation, hyphotesis 
testing, and the definition of key terms. 
1.1  The Research Background 
Vocabulary is one language components which should be mastered by 
SMP students. Vocabulary is the most important thing that will become the basic 
competence in order to successfully master the four language skills like listening, 
speaking, reading and writing.  If the students have mastered a number of 
vocabularies, it will be easier for them to master those elements in English 
learning. Nation (1974) defines from all aspect foreign language that should be 
mastered by the students in the learning process. Vocabulary is the most important 
aspect because the students cannot use foreign language without vocabulary. 
According to Nation (1975) stated that there are several difficulties of 
mastering vocabulary which are the students get difficulties of grasping and 
memorizing the meaning, they found it hard to spell the words correctly and get 
difficulties in pronouncing the words correctly. 
The same case happens in SMPN 1 Gondang Mojokerto. Based on the 
researcher observation, the teacher just force the student to memorize some words 
as a result, it makes student can not memorize some words well. The teacher will 
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give punishment to the student; this way is boring method and is not good for the 
students’ psychology. So that the using of media is needed to conduct teaching 
and learning process in the class. The suitable media is audio-visual media 
because the media contains picture and voice so the students can see and hear 
directly such as cartoon video. 
The researcher suggests that using audio-visual aid possibly can help to 
solve the problem. Cakir (2006) stated that audio-visual can motivate the students 
vocabulary. They pay more attention in the class and they can relate their learning 
process with the real life. 
The uses of audio-visual as media in teaching English have been 
previously studied by previous research. Fuadi (2012) conducted a study under the 
title “The Effectiveness of Using Audio-visual Media Toward the fifth Year 
Students Vocabulary Achievement at SDN 2 Nglongsor Trenggalek in Academic 
Year 2011/2012”. The research design used was pre-experimental design. Using 
this media the students are also aable to listen the way to pronounce the words 
which they learn. The student can understand and memorize vocabulary well. The 
result showed that students score before they are taught using audio-visual media 
was 68.4. While the students score after they are taught using audio-visual was 82. 
It means that the null hyphothesis was rejected and alternatif hypotesis was 
accepted. 
Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in finding the 
answer whether or not the implementation of audio-visual aids is able to improve 
student’s vocabulary mastery of eight grades in SMPN 1 Gondang Mojokerto. 
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1.2   Statement of Problem 
Based on the background of research above, the researcher offers a 
statemens of problem: Does audio-visual aid improve student’s vocabulary 
mastery at SMP Negeri 1 Gondang Mojokerto? 
1.3   Purpose of The Study 
 Based on the statement above, the purpose of the research is to know 
whether the audio-visual aid improves student’s vocabulary mastery at 
SMPN 1 Gondang Mojokerto or not. 
1.4   Significances of Study 
1. The researcher finding can be useful for the teacher which is can apply in 
the learning process to improve English vocabulary mastery. 
2. The researcher finding can be useful for English teacher in SMP Negeri 1 
Gondang Mojokerto and become another alternative teaching English. 
3. The researcher finding can help the students improve their vocabulary 
mastery and give them other ways to learn English easier and enjoyable. 
1.5    Scope and Limitation 
The scope of this study focused on using audio-visual aid to improve 
student’s vocabulary mastery at eight grade students of SMPN  1 Gondang 
Mojokerto. In this research, also had the limitation time constraints. It will take so 
much time if the researcher used other kinds of audio-visual aids like movies or 
television. So that the resercher decided it will be effective to use video. 
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1.6  Hyphothesis Testing 
H1 : Using audio-visual aid in teaching vocabulary improves the student’s 
vocabulary mastery. 
H0 : Using audio-visual aid in teaching vocabulary does not give any 
effect towards student’s vocabulary mastery. 
1.7  Definition and Key Terms 
To avoid misunderstanding, the researcher defines the key terms used in 
this research. The key terms are as follows: 
1. Effectiveness 
Effectiveness is producing the result that one wants. A measure 
that states how far the target (quantity, quality and time) has been 
achieved. The greater percentage of targets achieved, the higher the 
effectiveness (Danfar, 2016).  
In this research effectiveness when the mean score of the 
experimental group significantly higher than the mean score of the 
control group. 
2. Audio-visual aids 
Audio-visual is the device which is audible in which can be heard 
and visible or can be seen (Cakir,2006). In this research audio-visual 
especially video use as a media to teach English vocabulary in eight 
grade student for experimental group (8B).  
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3. Vocabulary
Vocabulary is a core component of language proficiency and 
provides much of the basic for how well learners speak, listen, read, 
and write (Richard and Renandya, 2002). 
Based on the defiition above, the researcher can conclude that the 
vocabulary is one of the important English component that have to be 
tough in the students especially in eight grade students because by 
mastering vocabulary the students are expected to absorb a lot of 
English words. 
4. Mastery
Mastery is a term that all educators use and believe they 
understand well. But when pressed to describe preciesely what it 
means to “master” a concept, skill, or subject, everyone has a different 
definition (Thomas R. Guskey and Eric M. Anderman, 2013/2014) 
